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NUMISMATICS IS ONE OF THE MOST 

VALUABLE SOURCES OF HISTORY

Å At times it confirms information derived from other sources, 
at others throws light on hitherto unknown aspects

Å For example:

1. The existence of most of the Indo-Greek rulers is known from 
their coins-chronology of these kings and various aspects of 
their history and culture has been reconstructed with the help 
of coins, Demetrios, Menander, Antialkidas are exceptions 

2. To find a few coins of a king at a particular place may be taken 
as suggestive of that area being under the rule of the king

3. The introduction of coinage in a society is indicative of an 
advancement over barter system of exchange



Dating
Å Coins found in stratified 

context during 

excavations help in 

dating objects found in 

same strata

1.     At sites like Hastinapur

Punch-Marked coins 

and N.B.P. Ware have 

been found in the same 

strata and mutually help 

in dating their beginning 

in circa 6th century B.C.



2. The coin of Kumargupta I found on a floor of a monastry 

at Nalanda helped in fixing the date of the building
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